Application for Assistance

Baku International Fellowship

Benevolence Fund Working Group
Biblical Context

BIF seeks to obey the second great commandment:  “Love your neighbor as yourself” (Matthew 22:38) We recognize that in Azerbaijan there are many in real need, and we have a responsibility to do good to all, especially those in fellowship:

· “as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers.” (Galatians 6:10),

· “If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need but has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in him?  Dear children, let us not love by words and tongue but with actions and in truth.”  (1 John 3:17-18),

· the parable of the sheep and goats (Matthew 25:31-46)

However, we must also remember Paul’s warnings to the early church about providing assistance and about compliance with authorities:

· “For even when we were with you, we gave you this rule: ‘If a man will not work, he shall not eat.’”  (2 Thessalonians 3:10)

· “He who has been stealing must steal no longer, but must work, doing something useful with his own hands, that he may have something to share with those in need.” (Ephesians 4:28)

· Paul’s’ words to Timothy about assistance to widows which sets principle of righteous living associated with assistance. (1 Timothy 5:3-16)

· “Remind people to be subject to rulers and authorities, to be obedient,” (Titus 3:1)

· “Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which God has established.  The authorities that exist have been established by God.  Consequently, he who rebels against authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, and those who do so will bring judgment on themselves.  …  Therefore, it is necessary to submit to the authorities, not only because of possible punishment but also because of conscience.”  (Romans 13:1-2, 5)

Guidelines

· All requests for individual financial support must go via the Benevolence Fund Working Group (BFWG). Solicitation of money from individuals will not be allowed at Baku International Fellowship (BIF) church services.

· As a general rule, the BFWG:

· will not give financial assistance to remedy illegal actions (no money will be given to pay for overstayed Azerbaijani visas or associated fines),

· will not give financial assistance to individuals who are illegally residing in Azerbaijan.

· For those in grave financial need, who are not citizens of Azerbaijan, the BFWG may give some financial assistance to assist in purchasing a plane ticket to return to home country.

· The Fund is open to any in need, but priority will be given to regular participants at BIF.

· Any information passed to or discussed with the BFWG will be kept in strict confidence, except for cases where there is non-compliance with the laws of Azerbaijan or in “difficult cases” (Exodus 19:22) where guidance from the Senior Pastor or Elder Board is required.

· In seeking to help individuals the BFWG will try to provide assistance that addresses the underlying issues, not just the symptoms, and the BFWG recognized that often it is unwise to remove the consequences of wrong choices.

· The BFWG will attempt to avoid passing problems on to other believers in other locations.

· BIF encourages compliance with the laws of Azerbaijan and will not participate in, promote or encourage non-compliant activities.

· BIF and the BFWG know the Lord blesses those who turn to Him and seek His best for their lives.

Please complete the form and return it to a Benevolence Fund Working Group member.

Please print legibly.

Date


Name


Physical Address



Mailing Address



Phone – Land Line


Phone – Mobile


Marital Status: (please circle)         Married         Single         Separated         Divorced

Children – Name, age, location (Baku or elsewhere)

When did you arrive in Azerbaijan?


What is the status of your Azerbaijani visa?  If expired, when did it expire? (documentation will be required)




How did you arrive at your current situation of need?








What support is available from family and friends?





What is your current living situation?



If not a citizen of Azerbaijan, are you willing to return to your country of origin?



Involvement with BIF:

· Attending since


· Frequency of attendance: (please circle)      Weekly      Monthly      Occasionally

· Membership status:  (please circle)      Member        Non-member

· Involvement at BIF, if any



Current employment situation



Azerbaijan work history





Are you currently searching for work?  If yes, please describe.




Job skills



Are you currently a student?  If yes, please provide details.


What are your short term plans to provide for your own support?


What are your long term plans to provide for your own support?


Description of Financial need:

· Amount requested


· To be used for




Current living expenses (monthly):

· Rent


· Food


· Transportation


· Other


What is the urgency of your need?


How much assistance (financial or material goods) have you received from BIF or those who attend BIF?


Who at BIF has given your assistance?


Description of Need (other than financial)


Any other information you would like to provide
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